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“Together we 
create one of the 
largest professional 
development networks 
in the state.  Being a 
member of TEA is an 
educators’ best way to 
enhance a career.” 

Together we lead the profession.

 We have great member benefits. 

With the purchasing power of 
3,000,000 educators across 

the country, TEA members 
get great deals on everything 

from movie tickets to 
insurance and 

mortgages. 

“As Tennessee’s 
largest professional 

association, TEA is the 
most powerful ally a 

teacher can have.  
I would never walk into 

my classroom without 
being a member of TEA.” 

Advance your skills and career. 



We’ve assembled the 
state’s largest, most 
experienced legal 
and field team for 
educators. You want 
these staff members 
on your side if your 
career or good name 
is on the line or you 
are being treated 
unfairly.

Tennessee 
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Together we stand for our members. 

Together we work at the state level. 

Join now: www.teateachers.org

Big decisions on 
assessments, RTI, 
funding, class sizes, 
health benefits, 
evaluations, and 
many other important 
issues are made at the 
state level, where TEA 
members are the voice 
for educators and 
common sense.  

Together we can stand up for what 
is right for students and schools. 

For 151 years, TEA 
has been the voice 
for public education 
in Tennessee. 
Now, more than 
ever, we need to 
stand together 
for our students, 
our schools and 
ourselves. 
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TEA RA Updates: 
Proposed amendments,  

agenda, budget and  
       candidates,  

see page 5

Constitutional 
amendment 
defeated at last  
Would have impaired Supreme 
Court’s ability to rule on funding

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
go to page 3

Selling our public schools to the 
highest bidder seems to be Dolores 
Gresham’s sole focus at the Tennessee 
General Assembly. It’s bad enough she 
supports vouchers and ending the state 
constitutional requirement of adequate 
school funding. She also wanted to 
create a new kind of voucher program – 
the Course Access Program Act. 
This euphemistically worded bill 
purported to give students access to 
more course options by way of online 
offerings. But, the text of the bill would 
have provided LEA funds to students to 
use with private providers to take online 
courses. It was designed as a wholesale 
transfer of public dollars to private 
vendors with limited accountability. 
TEA’s government relations team saw 
through this thinly-veiled scheme and 
worked with pro-public schools lawmakers 
to improve the bill. Thanks to reliable public 
education advocate Rep. John Forgety, the 
legislation was changed to allow it to apply 
only to current public school students and 
to give LEAs full control over dollars spent 
and eligible students. 

This change means there will be more 
options for students who want access 
to courses not offered – and it also 
preserves local control of education 
and accountability for public education 
dollars. 
“We can’t allow the privatizers to have 
their way with our public schools,” 
said TEA President Barbara Gray. 
“As amended, this bill provides both 
meaningful options for students and 
accountability for the very limited 
public school dollars in our state. We 
will always fight back against those who 
seek to outsource public education in 
Tennessee.”
TEA fought back on this issue just as 
it did with the primary voucher bill. In 
this case, the TEA team worked with 
education-friendly lawmakers to make 
a bad bill better, removing the veiled 
threats and keeping the stated intent. 
Out-of-state special interests continue 
their efforts to siphon funds from our 
public schools, but we’ve proven time 
and again that TEA fights to win. 

Sen. Dolores Gresham tried to let public school 
dollars follow students to private vendors

2016 Legislative Session Wrap-Up

VICTORY for public education!

TEA passed TEA defeated

Tennessee educators, parents and community members stood 
strong for our schools, our students and our profession - and 
won BIG in the 109th General Assembly.

TEA stays vigilant 
on voucher threat

They tried and tried and 
tried. Rep. Bill Dunn and 
Sen. Dolores Gresham both 
support school vouchers. 
Both have stood in favor 
of out-of-state special 
interests seeking to make 
private profit off of our 
public schools. But, for 
the fourth year in a row, 
TEA stood in the way of 
vouchers in Tennessee. 
Undeterred, Dunn and 
Gresham teamed up again. 
This time, they tried to 
change the Tennessee 
Constitution to take away 
the requirement that 
the General Assembly 
adequately fund a system 
of public schools. Article 

XI, Section 12 of the 
state’s constitution has 
long been a point of pride 
in Tennessee. It requires 
the General Assembly to 
provide for a system of free 
public schools. 
The fact of the matter is 
the state’s comptroller says 
Tennessee is underfunding 
schools by some $500 
million. That’s caused some 
systems to go to court and 
seek relief. That’s exactly 
what Dunn and Gresham 
wanted to stop. 
Fortunately, Dunn’s 
version of the anti-
funding amendment met 

* Teacher raises and ensured   
    they go into paychecks
* Test transparency
* Hold harmless legislation 
   (ensures TNReady scores will 
   not harm teacher evaluations)
* Strengthened and improved 
    anti-bullying/cyberbullying 
    requirements
* Teachers’ right to be elected 
    to county commissions

* Private school vouchers
* Constitutional amendment 
   (would have weakened state 
   Supreme Court’s ability to 
   rule on school funding)
* Attack on TEA membership
* Parent trigger bill (would  
   have allowed to close schools)
* Privatizers’ efforts to make 
   inroads into Tennessee with 
   several dangerous initiatives

TEA members, their children and TEA staff ride the Civication bus to the 
legislature during spring break to protect public schools. Face to face 
meetings with lawmakers and personal calls made a difference this session. 


