
Frequently Asked Questions #2 Regarding Educators and Coronavirus/COVID-19 - TESTING 

Will state mandated standardized testing go forward? 

UPDATED – Decision to test left up to each District. 

HB 2818 passed on 3-19-20  provides (1) Tennessee comprehensive assessment program (TCAP) 

tests, including, TNReady assessments, English learner assessments, alternate TCAP 

assessments, and end-of-course examinations, are not required in the spring of the 2019-2020 

school year. This provision does not prohibit an LEA or school from voluntarily administering 

TCAP tests to students in the 2019-2020 school year; 

Prior advice:  The Tennessee Education Association is advocating to the Tennessee Department 

of Education that mandatory, standardized testing be called off in the wake of COVID-19.   

There will be a significant loss of classroom time for students, and the 

continuity of instruction critical to building knowledge will be disrupted. 

Continuing with state high-stakes testing, or the time-consuming portfolio 

system used in Kindergarten and related arts, will only be setting our students 

and teachers up to fail.  

This request is particularly appropriate given that Governor Lee has urged school systems to 
close by the end of the week on March 20,2020 at the latest. 

In so far as mandated standardized testing, federal law requires each State to annually 
administer assessments in reading/language arts, mathematics, and science to all students in 
tested grades and to administer an annual assessment of English language proficiency to all 
English learners.   

 Section 8401 of the ESEA (20 U.S.C. § 7861) permits the Secretary of the U.S. Department of 
Education to grant waivers of certain ESEA requirements and, thus, allows the Department to 
provide some flexibility to schools, districts, and States that may be necessary due to the 
impact of COVID-19 on the provision of educational services. 

 Due to the unique circumstances that may arise as a result of COVID-19, such as a school 
closing during the entire testing window, it may not be feasible for a State to administer some 
or all of its assessments, in which case the Department would consider a targeted one-year 
waiver of the assessment requirements for those schools impacted by the extraordinary 
circumstances. 

If testing goes forward, what impact will scores have on my level of effectiveness? 

UPDATED – 

HB 2818 passed on 3-19-20  provides   

2) For the 2019-2020, 2020-2021, and 2021-2022 school years, student growth evaluation

composites generated by assessments administered in the 2019-2020 school year will be

excluded from the student growth measure of a teacher's evaluation, unless including the
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composites results in a higher evaluation score for the teacher. Teachers in non-tested grades 

and subjects will not be evaluated using an alternative growth model for the 2019-2020 school 

year, unless the use results in a higher evaluation score for the teacher; 

(3) Pre-kindergarten and kindergarten teachers employed in an LEA that receives pre-

kindergarten program approval under the Voluntary Pre-K for Tennessee Act will not be

evaluated using the pre-k/kindergarten growth portfolio model approved by the state board of

education, or a comparable alternative measure of student growth approved by the state board

of education and adopted by the LEA, for the 2019-2020 school year, unless the use results in a

higher evaluation score for the teacher;

Prior Advice:  According to current state law, a student must have been present for 150 days of 

classroom instruction per year or 75 days of classroom instruction in a block schedule before 

that student’s record is attributable to a specific teacher.  See Tenn. Code Ann.§49-1-606. 
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