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Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Educators and Coronavirus/ 
Use of CLPs or Inclement Weather Days 

In my school, many students and educators are having to quarantine due to COVID-19.  Will 
my school have to use an inclement weather day, or can we return to remote learning as we 
did last year using our District’s Continuous Learning Plan?  

The answer depends on whether the governor has declared a state of emergency.  

The State School Board issued Rule 17, which became effective July 21, 2021.  The rule provides 
that for the 2021-22 school year, a school system may begin the implementation of an 
approved CLP when: 

• The governor has declared a state of emergency

• The state of emergency disrupts the traditional operations of 1 or more 
schools

• The LEA provides notice to TDOE of the intent to use the CLP

• TDOE grants permission to implement the CLP.

At present, a school system should be able to use a continuous learning plan (CLP) to instruct 
remotely based on either the Governor’s August 6th Executive Order No. 83, or his August 25th 
Executive Order No. 84, which both declared a continuing state of emergency.   

TDOE’s End-of-Year Report on Continuous Learning Plans, published July 2021, stated that 
districts would not be able to utilize their CLPs and offer remote learning to students for the 
2021-22 school year, unless a new state of emergency is issued impacting public schools. 

Executive Order No. 83 declaring a continuing state of emergency now triggers the conditions 
of State Board Rule 17. 

Educators should check with their school leadership to inquire whether TDOE has approved 
their school district’s CLP for the 2021-22 school year.  
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https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-17.20210721.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/pub/execorders/exec-orders-lee83.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/pub/execorders/exec-orders-lee84.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/health-&-safety/end-of-year-clp-report-and-studies/TDOE_CLP_Report_July2021.pdf

